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settlement at Oc.squan when the Spanish came in 1565.

lilvaidii
in J608 Captain John Smith in his voyage up thf Potomac went
lio ‘Detoqiuin ., Afver Ulivsetitlers arrived o thie ent e aren
from the falils down to the Fotowac was known as Occoquan
(Hasriscnj.

In the early years the areas between the various
rivers which flowed froa the mountains into the Potomac
wore calledldNdeks'! and Were iso desdgnated on all the maps.
ihe arcea from Meabsco Creck to dccoguan River was known as
Burbape's Nech. It nas s¢ samed because the original owner

Themas Burbage of Nansemornd received a land grautr of 3,000

anyes in tie zrea in 1053 (liarrison 46).  The area en the

norilidriveiside of NecogamaRivenswhere: lIiph Point 18 bocatred
wis named Dogues Neck because 1t was inhabited by the hoeg
Indians.

In ‘the senmlydars alil supplies for seftlers Yiving

porth of the Occequan River were brought by ship to a place

on the hiver which was later named Colchestér and a large and

prosperouas town Geveloped which was efficially established

bylan Acp of- 1758 ailauchterls Truro, Parisi). | Gne ol ont

nnccg%efﬂrﬁ%rffnm'Lindsuy wils Jﬂgﬂgcdvin
there.

As a rvesult of-thc prosperity at Colchester,
communirsatinn was spered firom lae south by recad and é‘ferry
was established over the Occoquan by George Mason one of the

ancestors of George Mason of dunston iali.  Later a wooden '

.

bridee was built at Colchester and this resulted in the

i
establishurnt of the Town of Woodbridge. However, Coldhesten
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the shipping business




soon fell into decay due largciy to the fact that shipping
lanes were opencd up to what s now the City of Alexandria
and also due tu the tact-that a heghway (so-called) was inid

out frem Alexandria 10 O¢coquan and in 1795 an iron bridge

“was built over the River at Occoguan near the Falls.

In the meantime in the eaily 1700's Scottish
merchants, most of whoem were from Clasgow, c¢stablished their
businesses at Dunfries, and that town was officially created
in 1749, The tusinesses {lourished aud large homes were
huilt. However, by 180C the town was almost ahandoned, due

3 T
ta - *he fact thal silt-hadirodnced to o deptn of witer ia the

¢
River te sich an extent that ships could noet come up to the
Town.

Occoguan then entered upon its period of prosperity.
bt wads named a2 the Countyisaut and the ltocal church which

wias later anamed the PPohick Church and was atitended by Georpge

Washington, Ceorge Masan and other notables was known as the
: l

Occoguan Church. The Hammill Hotel was built in 1803 and at

or about ‘this tize ap iron foundry, a“cotton mill and a flour
miil were -atl buoilt and cperated by waterpower from_ the Falls.
However, this prosperity: did aot Yasri - leng. » The- iron founsdary

was abandoned, the cotion i ld baaned and only the f Toarrems 101
coptipuad nh-°° ;d‘!";.' recoRt 138 0L T THe Tthwit receTvedsp
near-fatai blow in June, 1972, when Hurricane Agnes destroyed

the iron bridge and low-iving portions of the town.

Deep !lcle Farm . :

The Yark is locatedaot Butvbhage® 2 Neckh-bhetween

Marumsoe Cresb ol the Oodoguan River, at the point vheve the;
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———=ooan iiuns i1nto the Potomac, It is now the site of a

radar station maintained by the United States Government.
As stated above, Thomas Burbage received a grant
of this arca in 1053 but it is doubtful if he ever settled

tiiere as Martin Scarlett received a grant in 1657 for the

entire area which was described as Deep Hole Estate (Northern

Neck 1:1530). Apparently, Thomas Davis and Henry Corbin had
sone <laim to the preperty as Scarlett reccived a deed from
them about !68Y. He did not live there long as he died in
1695 leaving a son who died in 16Y8. 7Tlhere was also a
Richard Scarlest in Virginid in 1678 but his rélationship to
Martia Scarletz- is n6r knewn (23 Va.,. 536},

Apparently, Scarlett's title escheated because in

1724 Deep Hole Lstate was conveved for one ear of Indian corn

by the Proprictors of the Northern NeckR to John Calvert and
Jacob Gibson {(Deed Book D).
In 1738 Gedrge Calvert, dr.j was diving ongthe '

preperty and by deed dated May 26, 1739, sold his one-half

share to John Gregg for 3,500 pounds of tobacco (Deed Book D

pp. 141-3). Between that date and 1824 the property was —

acquired by Colonel John Tayvloe who by his will recorded in
King George County devised the property consisting of Deep

Hole, Mcunt Pleasant and "the Farm with the Marsh Fishery".
Decep Hole istate was thereatter b-oken up znd sold in parts
by the executors and trustees of the Tayioce Estate and Deep

flcle Farm was in various ownerships umtil] August 17, 1909
i
when it was conveyed to John Lindsay Daw,on by the exccutors
of the estate of William Metzger. It remained in the Dawson
\
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family until 1949.
In examining the records relating to Deep lole,

UWO multers were ~larified. ln the Y850 Census, E{{E{am
Grigsby (black) was listed as living with the family of our
Cn the Fry and Jeffersén Map of 1755

A

ancestor Vernon Davis.
the word "Grigsby"” is written over the area of the Farn.

person naned Grigsby held title to the FFfarm at an early date

and William Grigsby was doubtless a descendant of one of his

N e v o i

slaves.
I'he other matter is more complicated. From Colonial

S Tales i€ Tr hgu Bods a4 cemetery

prior to 190% had zemoved the gravestones and plowed up the
cemetery.  The rwss=r was that most of the gravestones had been
uscd as the tfcundszion for a large barn. liowever, two grave-
stones remained ad these had been removed from the cemetery

a’ong the high-water mark of Occoquan River.

= |
One of

cite and pluced
Many of veu have seen these gravestones.

states that "Here

“hem 1s marked "Xartin Scarletk 1695" and
The other grave-

lyes the body .of Martin Scarlett, Gent",

stone bears—at tie top a shuil and crossbones and a date 1098

and states "lioare lyes the body of Scarlett Martin, son ol

Gent'".

Martin Scarlett,
culation as to the

J5e alioys a magier

0

cf sm»

A
reason for the reversal cf the name of the deceased son,

after his rname and the addition of

the omission of "GCeéent.'
the skhull and crossbones. '
An even more curious fact is that a visitor who

saw the gravestones in }1903 Jdoes not mention the second one

bk



1
uusucribed above but states that on a second one the first

name was not decipherable but that Scarlett was the last name
(11 w. & M. 145). Another person who saw the gravestones
stated that the second one bore the name '"Jane Scarlett",

and in the book "Prince William County, Virginia" it is stated

that the second one bore the name '"John Scarlett". Sce also

Templeman's "Northern Virginia leritage'" where a picture of the

l
first gravestone appears at page 26 and it is stated at page \

179 that the second one is of a scon John. &

Unless there were other gravestones which dis-
1
appeared between 1203 and 1266, ecach of these reports was

two pravestones are still there., At that time they had been .\

moved from their former site and placed as boundary markers
by a surveyor. Their present location is set forth in a deed

. dated February 25, 1939, recorded in Deed Book No. 102 at
page °90. |

This is enough of the history. Anyone interested

in dectails should read "Landmarks of Old Prince William, a

Study of Origins in Northern Virginia", by Fairfax -Harrison

pdblighed'fﬁ 1224; "TFauguier County, Virginia, during the

Proprietorship" by H. C. Grcome published in 1927; and

"Adventurers of Purse and Porson, Virginia 1607-1625" whkich
was zponsored by the Order of First Families of Virginia and
compiled and edited by Annie Lash Jester and Martha Woodroff

‘iden.

The book last mentioned starts with the 1,232 l
settlers who were still living in Virginia in 1625 and after

tracing them through two generations picks out 109 who were the only ones whose line had
pnot died out during that period. It then gives a detailed account of all references in
Colonisl records to those 109 settlers and their descendants during two generations. It
contains the neaa of George Calvert, who is one of our ancestors, of Captain James Davis
and Thomas Davis vho may be among our anceetors, of William Dawson who s probably among
our ancestors, and of Arthur, Richard and Captain Roger Hmlth who would pepaibly be among
our snocemtore.
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incorrect. If they have not bheen removed since 1949 the : S
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